
Confidentiality Policy  
Code of Iowa 22.7  “Examination of Public Records.” Reviewed 2015.  
 
The following public records shall be kept confidential, unless otherwise ordered by a court, by 
the lawful custodian of the records or by another person duly authorized to release such 
information:  

● 13. The records of a library which, by themselves or when examined with other public 
records, would reveal the identity of the library patron checking out or requesting an item 
or information from the library. The records shall be released to a criminal or juvenile 
justice agency only pursuant to an investigation of a particular person or organization 
suspected of committing a known crime. The records shall be released only upon a 
judicial determination that a rational connection exists between the requested release of 
information and a legitimate end and that the need for the information is cogent and 
compelling.  

● 18. Communications not required by law, rule procedure or contract that are made to a 
government body or to any of its employees by identified person outside of government, 
to the extent that the government could reasonably believe that those persons would be 
discouraged from making them to that government body if they were available for 
general public examination. See Confidentiality Policy below.  By-Laws of the Clinton 
Public Library are a separate entity.  

 
Confidentiality of Records Policy.  
Adopted 10/14/1980; Reviewed 1991, 1999, 5/07, 5/10. Revised 11/99, 5/10/05; Reviewed 
2015.  
The Board of Trustees of the Clinton Public Library recognizes the un-redacted circulation 
records and information requests of this library are confidential in nature pursuant to Section 
22.7 Code of Iowa (1999). The Board of Trustees directs the Library Director as lawful custodian 
of the records or his/her designee and all other library employees that such records shall not be 
made available to anyone, including any agency of federal, state, or local government except 
pursuant to federal, state or local law relating to civil, criminal or administrative investigatory 
power.  
 
If the library Director or the Director in consultation with the library’s attorney determine that the 
Court Order, USA Patriot Act Warrant or National Security Letter (NSL) issued under the USA 
Patriot Act, is sufficient and compels the release of the records, the library Director shall release 
the records.  
 
The Library Board of Trustees of the Clinton Public Library recognizes the need of parents and 
guardians of minor children to access account information for the purpose of recovering overdue 
materials and adjusting accounts for lost, late, damaged or other matters incurred by minor 
children for which the parent or guardian are considered liable. Other requests must be 
submitted in writing and include an order from the court as specified in Chapter 22.7 of the Iowa 
Code.  


